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The State Emblem of India (ISO: Bh?rata K? R?jak?ya Cihna) is the national emblem of the Republic of India and is used by the union
government, many state governments, and other government agencies. The emblem is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka, an ancient
sculpture dating back to 280 BCE during the Maurya Empire. The statue is a three dimensional emblem showing four lions. It became the
emblem of the Dominion of India in December 1947, and later the emblem of the Republic of India. The State Emblem of India is an official seal
of the Government of India. It is used as the national emblem of India and appears on official documents, currency and passports.

The emblem was adopted by the Government of India on 26 January 1950, the day that India became a republic. It is based on the Lion Capital
of Ashoka, a sculpture that was originally erected at the Sarnath, a place where Gautama Buddha first taught the Dharma, now in Uttar
Pradesh, India. The emblem features four Asiatic lions standing back to back, symbolizing power, courage, confidence and faith. The lions are
mounted on a circular abacus and the abacus is mounted on a lotus. The wheel of the law, Dharmachakra, is in the center of the abacus. The
wheel has 24 spokes, which symbolize the progress and evolution of human civilization.

The motto, Satyam?va Jayat? (transl. Truth alone triumphs) is inscribed below the abacus in Devanagari. The use of the emblem is governed by
the State Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005 and the State Emblem of India (Regulation of Use) Rules, 2007.

The State Emblem of India is used by the Government of India and its agencies, as well as by all state governments and union territory
administrations in India. It is also used by private citizens in India on letterheads, business cards and other personal uses, but with certain
restrictions. The emblem is protected under the Indian Emblem Act and its use without proper authority is punishable under the law.
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