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Jiu Jitsu is a 2020 American science fiction martial arts film directed and co-written by Dimitri Logothetis and starring Alain Moussi, Frank Grillo,
JuJu Chan, Tony Jaa and Nicolas Cage. The film is based on the 2017 comic book of the same name by Logothetis and Jim McGrath.
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SYNOPSIS: Every six years, an ancient order of jiu-jitsu fighters joins forces to battle a vicious race of alien invaders. But when a celebrated
war hero goes down in defeat, the fate of the planet and mankind hangs in the balance.

Jiu Jitsu has a simple concept but occasionally threatens to make it more confusing than necessary, somewhat muddling through to the end and
as part of a potentially grander story, perhaps suffers a little from first film syndrome in that regard. Additionally some of the locales, particularly
repeated treks through jungle, can get a bit repetitive. There is some nice set design in the films final sequence.

The action will undoubtedly be a big selling point and on that front it's certainly loaded full of fight sequences, all nicely choreographed.
Occasionally some of the camera work is a bit too much (lots of long takes and dynamic camera work, and one sequence that goes in and out of
first person P.O.V without cutting, which doesn’t quite come off). Still, Moussi is given license to shine, Tony Jaa gets some fight good
sequences, and JuJu Chan is always a welcome addition, but definitely deserves a more central stage in something soon.

There’s an upsurge in female action lead films, and yet some of the real deal female badasses are still getting overlooked for ‘actresses’ given
crash course fight training (and the benefit of CG and doubles). Chan could easily lead an action film, she has the ability. If the market is there in
mainstream, it should also be there in DTV.
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