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Justice League is a 2017 American superhero film based on the DC Comics superhero team of the same name. Produced by Warner Bros.
Pictures, DC Films, RatPac-Dune Entertainment, Atlas Entertainment, and Cruel and Unusual Films and distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures, it
is the fifth installment in the DC Extended Universe (DCEU). Directed by Zack Snyder and written by Chris Terrio and Joss Whedon, the film
features an ensemble cast including Ben Affleck, Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, Gal Gadot, Ezra Miller, Jason Momoa, Ray Fisher, Jeremy Irons,
Diane Lane, Connie Nielsen, and J. K. Simmons. In the film, following the events of Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016) Batman and
Wonder Woman recruit The Flash, Aquaman, and Cyborg after the death of Superman to save the world from the catastrophic threat of
Steppenwolf and his army of Parademons.

Warner Bros. began to develop a live-action Justice League film in 2007 with George Miller set to direct, but the project was canceled due to
production delays and budgetary concerns. Principal photography took place from April to October 2016. After Snyder stepped down from the
film following the death of his daughter, Whedon was hired to oversee the remainder of post-production, including writing and directing
additional scenes, as well as reshooting a large portion of the film, which changed many aspects of it; Snyder ultimately retained sole credit as
director. With an estimated production budget of $300 million, Justice League is one of the most expensive films ever made.

Justice League premiered in Hollywood, Los Angeles, on November 13, 2017, and was released in the United States four days later. The film
grossed $657.9 million worldwide against an assumed break-even point of $750 million, becoming a box office bomb and losing Warner Bros.
an estimated $60 million. It received mixed reviews from critics, with criticism aimed towards the plot, pacing, generic villain, direction,
cinematography, and computer-generated imagery, while its humor and disjointed tone were met with polarized responses, although the action
sequences and performances were praised. Whedon's major involvement during post-production also received harsh criticism especially from
the cast, particularly Gadot and Fisher. A director's cut, titled Zack Snyder's Justice League, was released on HBO Max in March 2021, after
fans had begun to advocate for Snyder's original version of the film since the film's theatrical release.
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SYNOPSIS: The film opens with camera phone footage of Clark Kent/Superman (Henry Cavill) recorded by two kids. They interview him just
after one of his heroic missions. One of the kids asks Superman what his favorite thing about Earth is. He smiles but the footage cuts off before
he gives his answer.

It's now months later in Gotham City. A man (Holt McCallany) on a rooftop has just committed a robbery. He sees Bruce Wayne/Batman (Ben
Affleck) perched on a gargoyle before he leaps over and fights the man. Batman dangles the man over a ledge, using the man's fear to lure out
a strange, winged creature. Batman fights the monster until he traps it in a net. The creature explodes moments later, leaving behind three
boxes burnt on the wall. Alfred (Jeremy Irons) sees this through the monitor. He tells Batman it's time to round up his team.

It has been several months since Superman's death (from the film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice (2016)); people all around the world
still mourn him. Martha Kent (Diane Lane) has moved away from her rural home in Smallville while Lois Lane (Amy Adams) feels more alone.

In London, a team of robbers stage a heist in a bank, holding the bank's customers as hostages. Standing atop a statue of the Greek goddess
Themis (Lady Justice) Diana Prince/Wonder Woman (Gal Gadot) leaps down to stop them. The leader of the robbers plans to use a bomb to
destroy nearby technology and bring the city back to the Dark Ages, but Wonder Woman fights back and throws the bomb into the sky as it
explodes. The leader then tries to shoot all the hostages; Wonder Woman runs and deflects all the bullets with her gauntlets. She then clashes
the gauntlets together to defeat the leader.

Bruce travels to a small town in Iceland to find Arthur Curry, AKA Aquaman (Jason Momoa). Bruce finds him in a tavern and offers him money
to go with him, but Arthur declines. He also mentions that he knows about "The Batman" and his crime-fighting in Gotham City, even expressing
his admiration. He steps into the harbor and swims away at incredible speed.

Bruce returns home to discuss matters with Alfred. After having no luck getting Arthur on the team, his other options are Victor Stone/Cyborg
(Ray Fisher), who is presumed dead, and Barry Allen/The Flash (Ezra Miller), who has been foiling minor criminals with his blinding speed.

Barry visits his father Henry Allen (Billy Crudup) in prison after he was locked up for allegedly murdering his wife when Barry was a child. Henry
wants Barry to live his own life and to stop visiting him because he doesn't have any hope that he will ever be freed.

On Themyscira, the Amazons are guarding a cube known as a Mother Box. The cube has been pulsating with energy recently, reactivated from
an unknown source. A beam comes down from the sky and a swarm of Parademons descend with their leader, Steppenwolf (Ciarán Hinds). He
attempts to take the Mother Box, prompting the Amazons to fight back. Steppenwolf and his Parademons force the fight outside the temple
where Queen Hippolyta (Connie Nielsen) tries to keep the box from their enemy in a furious chase across the countryside. Steppenwolf proves
to be too much for the Amazons and succeeds in taking the box back with him. Hippolyta then tells her general they must ignite a fire in a
temple because Diana will know what it means. Hippolyta fires the burning arrow, and Diana sees it on the news.

At Star Labs, Silas Stone (Joe Morton) is leaving his job and goes home to Victor. Victor is hiding after everyone thought he died, and he is
worried that his new appearance will have everyone see him as a monster. He also sadly remarks that his enhanced networking power
bombards him constantly with knowledge of the entire world and that it feels overwhelming. His father pleads with him to hold on and that his
powers will be useful.

Diana goes to find Bruce. They walk by the lake near his forest home as she tells him the history of Steppenwolf and the Mother Boxes; three
exist and if brought together, Steppenwolf would create The Unity, which destroys planets and reshapes them into the hellscape of
Steppenwolf's home planet. Long ago, the Amazons, Atlanteans, and the Green Lantern Corps all joined forces to fight Steppenwolf and his
army, sending him away and driving him mad. Anyone who fell in battle to Steppenwolf would be reborn as Parademons, the winged monsters
Bruce has been tracking. The Amazons kept one of the Boxes, the Atlanteans kept another, while the third was kept hidden in secrecy by
humankind so that nobody may be tempted to harness its power. As Bruce and Diana walk away, Cyborg is watching them nearby.

Bruce locates Barry's hideout in Central City. While he knows who Barry really is, Barry denies it until Bruce throws a Batarang, which Barry
easily catches. Realizing Bruce is Batman, Barry agrees to join him. He flies them back to meet with Diana.

Cyborg contacts Diana through Bruce's computer in the Batcave. They agree to meet up in an isolated location for Diana to try and convince
Cyborg to join them, but he flies away before agreeing to anything.

In a remote region of Russia, a poor family goes about their normal business in their small house, which sits in view of an abandoned nuclear
power plant. Outside they hear a noise that sounds like insect wings flapping, only much louder. The family begins to barricade themselves
inside. Outside, Parademons have descended on the nuclear power plant. Inside one of the cooling towers, Steppenwolf places the cube he'd
stolen from the Amazonians in a stone monolith. Strange, thick roots suddenly emerge from the ground and spread to the surrounding area.
Steppenwolf gloats that the Unity is at hand and he will take his place among the new gods and a being he calls "Darkseid".

On the ocean, a fisherman is caught in a terrible storm. Arthur rescues him and brings him to the tavern for some whiskey. Arthur notices a
viscous green substance on his fingers. He leaves the tavern and heads back down to Atlantis. Before he arrives, however, Steppenwolf and
the Parademons invade and take the second Mother Box, battling the surprised Atlanteans. Mera (Amber Heard) tries to intervene as Arthur
arrives, but the Mother Box is gone. He tells her he'll need something from her before he goes after Steppenwolf.

Meanwhile, Police Commissioner Jim Gordon (J.K. Simmons) is alerted to a series of civilian kidnappings. He sends out the Bat Signal to
contact Batman. Joined by Wonder Woman and The Flash, and then Cyborg, Gordon tells them what has happened, showing them a sketch
from a witness: Diana identifies it as a Parademon. The four head off to save the civilians.

Batman and his team track Steppenwolf to an island near Gotham Harbor. Steppenwolf and the Parademons are pressing their hostages for the
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location of the third Mother Box. One of the hostages is Silas, who used the power of the Mother Box to revive Victor after his accident. Cyborg
initiates the attack against Steppenwolf while The Flash, scared at first to get involved in combat but inspired by Batman, takes Steppenwolf's
hostages to safety. The Flash rejoins Wonder Woman and Cyborg as they battle the Parademons while Batman uses his Nightcrawler to battle
the Parademons. When Cyborg fires a missile from the Nightcrawler Steppenwolf, he easily catches it and aims it at the tunnel wall. Water from
Gotham City Harbor floods in. Aquaman appears and stops the water from engulfing his allies with a five-tined fork given to him by Mara. The
team escapes in the Nightcrawler.

Back at Bruce's home, Cyborg reveals that Star Labs was holding the Mother Box. Bruce comes up with the idea to use the Mother Box's power
to revive Superman so that he may help them defeat Steppenwolf. Diana disagrees with the plan for fear that Superman may come back the
way Zod came back as Doomsday. Bruce tells them he has a backup plan in case Superman becomes violent and uncontrollable after his
resurrection. Despite several misgivings about the plan, they decide to give the idea a shot. Barry and Victor go to the cemetery to dig up
Superman's grave.

The League goes to the Kryptonian ship in Metropolis with the Box and Superman's body. When Cyborg tells them the control panel is burned
out, The Flash devises a plan to charge the field; he'll run from a distance to build a stronger charge. It works and Superman comes back to life,
immediately rocketing out of the ship, and the others go after him. They find him nearby, at his memorial that was damaged in the battle with
Doomsday. He scans them with his X-ray vision while Cyborg's defense system activates on its own. He fires a blast at Superman, leading him
to attack the others. The League tries to defend themselves as he comes close to killing them. They are stopped when Batman's strategy for
subduing the confused Superman is revealed: Lois is brought to the scene. Superman calms down and flies away with Lois. Distracted by the
fight with Superman, the team doesn't realize that Steppenwolf has taken the last Mother Box from the ship.

Clark Kent and Lois are outside his old childhood home in Smallville. He still feels overwhelmed after being brought back to life, but Lois
convinces him that the other heroes and the rest of the world need him. Moments later, Martha drives up and runs up to embrace Clark.

In Russia, Steppenwolf brings all the Boxes together to begin The Unity. Everything around him starts to burn and decay. More of the huge roots
burst from the ground, destroying anything in their path. The League arrives to begin the final showdown. Batman will take the troop transport
they flew to the site in and penetrate the energy dome that has covered the nuclear plant. He'll use the Batmobile to broadcast a tone that
attracts the Parademons while his comrades fight them on their way to Steppenwolf. The League is able to kill many of them and they advance
to Steppenwolf and the Motherboxes. Communicating with Alfred, Batman sends The Flash out to rescue the family from the house.

Cyborg tries to separate the boxes, and Steppenwolf tries to tear him apart. Just as it seems the tide of the battle with turn in Steppenwolf's
favor, Superman arrives and begins to fight alongside the rest of the League. He hears the panicked voices of nearby civilians and rushes off to
help them, guiding The Flash to the family that was attempting to flee the site. The Flash pushes their truck to safety and then sees Superman
carrying an entire apartment building to safety.

Superman returns to the power plant where Cyborg has reassembled the leg Steppenwolf pulled from his body. Together, Superman and
Cyborg pull the Boxes apart, stopping the transformation process. Enraged, Steppenwolf tries to finish them off himself, but Superman uses his
ice breath to freeze Steppenwolf's ax, allowing Diana to shatter it with her sword. Now weakened and bewildered, the Parademons sense
Steppenwolf's fear and begin to tear him apart as they are sent back to their world.

Later, the heroes return to their homes. Barry gets a job with the Central City forensics department and he lets a proud Henry know about it.
Victor works with his father at Star Labs. Bruce and Clark visit his childhood home and see that it's being returned to Martha Kent after it was
foreclosed. Bruce tells Clark he bought the bank that owned it so he could return it to them. Arthur returns to Atlantis to fulfill his role as king.
Bruce, Diana, and Alfred look into an abandoned building to establish the Hall of Justice. Lois then writes an article stating that there is once
again hope out there. The last thing we see is Superman flying into the sky above Metropolis.

Mid-Credits Scene: Superman and The Flash start a race to see who is faster, with a bet placed that if The Flash loses, he has to invite the
others to brunch, and if he wins, he gets to tell everyone he beat Superman.

Post-Credits Scene: Lex Luthor (Jesse Eisenberg) has escaped prison and left an impostor in his cell. On his yacht, he is visited by Slade
Wilson/Deathstroke (Joe Manganiello). Lex proposes an idea to Slade that they come up with their own little team... the Legion of Doom.
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