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The Shortcut (retitled Avoid the Shortcut) is a 2009 American horror film directed by Nicholaus Goossen, written by Dan Hannon and Scott
Sandler, and starring Andrew Seeley, Shannon Woodward, Dave Franco, and Katrina Bowden. The film's plot centers on two brothers who
discover a rarely used shortcut and learn its dark secret.

Hannon and Sandler developed the screenplay in 2008 for Scary Madison, the newly formed horror division of Happy Madison Productions, the
production company of comedian Adam Sandler, and Leomax, who financed and co-produced the film. Released in North America by Leomax

on September 29, 2009, the film received mixed to favorable reviews, and was a commercial failure. Critics found the film to be above average

and effective, but criticized its script as lacking character development.
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SYNOPSIS: In 1945 a young couple, Dougie and Irene are leaving the homecoming dance. The couple take a shortcut through the woods
where they begin to make out. Irene wants to stop, but Dougie attempts to rape her. She manages to injure him, however, so he leaves. As
Irene makes her way out of the shortcut, a young boy Benjamin attacks her, hitting her over the head with a rock and killing her. It is revealed
that Benjamin has growing health issues and eventually begins to murder anyone he sees using the shortcut. Ivor and the rest of Benjamin's
family then hide him away from the rest of the world, by shackling him to the basement by a chain around his neck.

Present day - Derek has recently moved to a new town and school and has befriended the feisty Lisa and Mark , while taking a liking to Christy.
Meanwhile, at his school, Derek's brother Tobey tells a few of his classmates he got kicked out of his old school for fighting. The kids then dare
Tobey to go through the shortcut which he does alone. As Tobey makes his way along, he comes across a dead dog and an old man who
threatens him, causing him to run off.

Arriving home, Derek finds his brother Tobey covered in blood. Tobey tells Derek of the events on the shortcut, prompting Derek to go
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investigate, however, he has to leave to go to the fast food place where he and Mark work. When Derek tells Mark of the old man and the dog,
Mark proceeds to tell Derek of the story of the old man who presumably killed people on the shortcut, yet nothing has ever been proven.

That night, Derek returns home to his grandma's house, whom the family have moved in with after the death of their dad. Derek's mom urges
Derek to set a good example for Tobey. The next morning, Derek voices his annoyance of having to move to a new town again. While at school,
Derek makes a move on Christy before he is approached by Taylor who has heard about the dead dog on the shortcut. Taylor tells him his dog
has gone missing and believes the old man has killed his dog. The pair makes an arrangement to go to the shortcut that night together.

After dinner, Derek asks his Grandma about the shortcut, she warns him never to go there. Derek's mom then tells him that the old man on the
shortcut is the last living member of the Hartley family who she thinks "just wants to be left alone.” Taylor arrives and he and Derek go to the
shortcut. They come out at the old man's house and sneak into his garage where they find dog tags, but none of the tags belong to Taylor's dog.
The old man appears and they flee.

The following day, the group become determined to prove the old man is killing dogs. Derek and Lisa attempt to go back to the house, however,
their plan is foiled when the old man does not leave his house. Later, at work, Derek is startled to see the old man. Derek is unable to determine
if he recognizes him from the night before and he leaves soon after. Christy then arrives and also spots the old man. Derek manages to get an
intrigued Christy's number so she can help with the investigation. After she leaves, Derek witnesses Mark being attacked and murdered,
however, it's revealed this was a prank.

The next day, at Derek's house, Mark, Lisa and Taylor have met up with Derek. Taylor tells them that a friend's dog has also gone missing and
that the old man is a veteran so he spends every Friday night at the memorial hall. Derek and Christy plan to spy on the old man at the
memorial hall while the others go to investigate his house. Tobey then enters and Lisa teases him before leaving.

At the memorial hall, Derek and Christy bond before they make out and then realize that the old man has arrived. Derek phones the others to go
to the house. Mark, Lisa and Taylor go through the shortcut and break into the old man's house. Mark and Lisa find a room where Benjamin was
presumably home-schooled. Mark and Taylor then go into the basement. Meanwhile, Christy and Derek realize the old man is leaving and they
cannot get the others on the phone. Realizing they must beat the old man back to the house, they quickly begin to drive to the house. In the
basement, Mark and Taylor discover an old man, Benjamin, shackled to a large wheel by a chain that is padlocked around his neck. Benjamin
pleads for them to help him before the old man arrives back home. Lisa, Mark and Taylor take Benjamin and depart the house, but Benjamin is
still bound. As they reach the shortcut, the chain restricts him from moving further. Taylor grabs a sledgehammer to break the chain while
Benjamin and Mark hold the chain tight. As Taylor swings the sledgehammer, Benjamin yanks the chain, bringing Mark's hand in line with the
swing, horribly disfiguring it. As Lisa attempts to get a signal on her phone to call help, Taylor tends to Mark. Suddenly, Benjamin hits Taylor
over the head with the sledgehammer, killing him. Mark attempts to crawl away, but he too is killed with the sledgehammer. Lisa runs away as
Benjamin manages to break the chain.

Derek and Christy arrive at the house and find a distraught Lisa who warns them they need to leave. Just then, the old man, revealed to be Ivor,
arrives and crashes into the back of Derek and Christy's car and then tries to shoot them. Derek and Christy then flee the car and head for the
forest as Lisa is shot in the leg. Derek urges Christy to escape, while he helps Lisa to run. As Christy runs deeper into the forest, she becomes
lost. Suddenly she is attacked by Benjamin. As Derek and Lisa run through the forest, they fall into a pit of bones. Derek manages to climb out,
but is unable to help Lisa out as Ivor arrives. Lisa hides under the bones but is spotted, and as she is about to be shot, Derek knocks out Ivor,
allowing Lisa to escape.

Again running through the forest, the two stumble upon Benjamin who has captured Christy and has her bound by the neck with the remaining
length of chain that is also still attached to his neck. Derek attempts to save her, but Benjamin breaks Christy's neck, killing her. Derek attacks
Benjamin and is stabbed in the side while doing so. Derek quickly finds the sledgehammer and braces himself to hit Benjamin. Before Derek
can hit Benjamin, Ivor turns up, he warns Derek not to hit Benjamin, and as Derek is about to, Ivor shoots Benjamin, while saying “"he can no
longer deal with having to hide Benjamin and kill anyone who happens to see him." Ivor then shoots himself, allowing Derek and Lisa to make
their way out of the forest. Lisa becomes unable to walk due to her injury and Derek checks on it. As they are about to continue on, Lisa is
stabbed to death by Tobey. Derek is shocked at first, but then says he is disappointed in his brother for allowing this to happen again, and
reveals that Tobey murdered their father.

The two brothers then begin to drag Lisa's body into the forest. Derek reassures Tobey they will be able to cover up her death, implying that
they both will eventually follow the same fate that Ivor and Benjamin did.
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